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This ambitious historical novel is a follow-up to Amanda West Lewis's very successful novel,

September 17, published in 2013.  Peter Gruber is a ten year old German boy who, in May of 1939,

is dealing with the drowning death of his closest friend, and living with his mother in Hamburg. The

novel follows his life through the war years and the ultimate defeat of Germany -- and explores how

an intelligent, sensitive youth responds to the propaganda and posturing of the Nazis. It also

provides insights into the realities of living in a country at war, seen through the eyes of a boy who is

drawn into the Hitler Youth and who has growing misgivings about what he is being told about his

country and its destiny.  On the 2017 USBBY Outstanding International Book honor list.  One of

49th Shelf's favorite books of the year for young readers.  Recommended by World of Words, an

educational resource website from the University of Arizona.  2017 Snow Willow Award nominee.
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"How does an entire country sleepwalk into intolerance, dictatorship, insanity, war? The Pact

unfolds with the smell, the sound and feel of utter reality, in the form of one simple boy being

pushed, inescapably, into the uniform of the SS. Essential reading from a new, bright light in

historical fiction, Amanda West Lewis." (Alan Cumyn, author of "Hot Pterodactyl Boyfriend" and "The

Secret Life of Owen Skye")"A compelling novel about the generation of Germans who refused to



talk about the Second World War when it was over, The Pact speaks to a new generation of readers

who want to understand how wars happen, and fills that immeasurable silence with compassion and

understanding. By showing how rhetoric and propaganda affect young lives on both sides of the

conflict, Lewis provides an important lesson for our time." (Wayne Grady, author of Emancipation

Day)
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